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® A species name which should not “survive” one more day: Neolucanus
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Abstract: Neolucanus horizontalis Xin, Zhong & Qi, 2025, which was published today with detailed description
and clear illustrations, is sufficient to be confirm as one recently described as N. yemaoi Wang & He, 2024, making
N. horizontalis a junior synonym of N. yemaoi.
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@ Introduction

On January 17th, 2025, just today, Xin et al. (2025) published their stag beetle species, namely Neolucanus
horizontalis Xin, Zhong & Qi, 2025, from Yunnan Province of China, based on only 2 males. However, the identical
species has already been described by Wang & He (2024) under the name of Neolucanus yemaoi Wang & He, 2024
on December 4th, 2024, based on 6 males and 6 females. Very soon after, on December 30th, 2024, Huang & Chen
(2024) proposed the diagnosis of this species based on a large series of specimens. In this paper, we synonymise N.
horizontalis with N. yemaoi.

From the textual information of Xin et al. (2025), we can know that the acceptance date for their manuscript
is December 3rd, 2024, and through Chinese social media, the authors were well aware that this species had already
been published, despite being able to replace the species name after accepting, they knowingly published the same
species as a new again. As a taxonomical veteran, we will all encounter situations in our lifetimes where a new
species we are describing is published by someone else first. Do we all have to go and publish this kind of newly
published species under another name again?

©® Taxonomy

Neolucanus yemaoi Wang & He, 2024 -3 B #H#

Fig. 1

Wang & He 2024: 155, Figs 1, 2A-F, 3A-C, 4A-H, 5A-D, 6A-C, 7C (description; illustrations; type locality: “CHINA, Yunnan:
Honghe Prefecture, Pingbian County, Daweishan National Nature Reserve [k 1L [E % 2% H #4237 X ], 2090 m”); Huang &
Chen 2024: 11, figs. 7-9, 11-13, 17 (characters; illustrations; remarks).

Synonymy. Neolucanus horizontalis Xin, Zhong & Qi in Xin, Zhong, Guo, Zhang, Qi & Wu, 2025: 346, Figs 1A, B, 2A, B, 3E-H,
4A-D, 5A-H, 6A, B, E, F, 1, J, 7A, B (description; illustrations; type locality: “China, Yunnan Province, Honghe Prefecture,
Lvchun County, Pinghe Town, 22°49°10”N, 102°31°26”E, 8.V1.2024, 1316m”). syn. nov.

Distribution. China (Yunnan).
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FIGURE 1. Dorsal habitus of the largest male paratype (A) and the holotype (C) of Neolucanus yemaoi Wang & He,
2024, and the holotype (B) of Neolucanus horizontalis Xin, Zhong & Qi, 2025 syn. nov.

m A new synonym for Neolucanus yemaoi
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